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Gathering Music

Graceful Engagement

Think on This for Today
To establish justice is to open the eyes of the blind - whether those blinded by
material things or limited education or poverty or prejudice or... It is the work of the
servants of the lord to help folks see what they overlook. That is the work of
establishing justice in the earth - to be in the business of systemic change, lasting
change that makes life better for ALL.

GATHERING TOGETHER

Settling In

Prelude

One voice: Good morning, Church! I see you!
ALL voices: I am here!

*Call to Worship

Come! Let us follow Jesus to the edge of the Jordan River to be baptized.

We come to be cleansed and made whole.

Come! Let us witness John’s confusion and Jesus’ insistence that John baptize God
Incarnate. '

We come to join Jesus in choosing life in the kingdom of God.

Come! Let us hear God declare the truth of Jesus’ identity and the truth of our
identity as baptized people. cont.




We come to remember and embody who we are as beloved children of God.
Come! Let us worship God who leads us into the baptismal waters and salvation life.
We come to worship God who empowers us through divine presence to live
together as the family of God.

*Opening Hymn “Fairest Lord Jesus" wvs. 1, 3, 4 UMH 189

*Opening Prayer

Eternal God, at the baptism of Jesus, You revealed him to be Your Son, and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit
faithful to their calling as Your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

LEARNING TOGETHER
Handbell Anthem "In the Bleak Midwinter"  arr. and directed by Becky Perreault

Children’s Message
One: And Jesus said... ALL: Let the children come!

Responsive Litany in Scripture based on Psalm 29

You, divine beings! Give to the Lord - give to the Lord glory and power!

Give to the Lord the glory due his name! Bow down to the Lord in holy
splendor!

The Lord’s voice is over the waters; the glorious God thunders; the Lord is over the
mighty waters.

The Lord’s voice is strong; the Lord’s voice is majestic.

The Lord’s voice breaks cedar trees - '

yes, the Lord shatters the cedars of Lebanon.

He makes Lebanon jump around like a young bull, makes Sirion jump around like a
young wild ox.

The Lord’s voice unleashes fiery flames;

the Lord’s voice shakes the wilderness -

yes, the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

The Lord’s voice convulses the oaks, strips the forests bare,

but in his temple everyone shouts, “Glory!”

The Lord sits enthroned over the floodwaters; the Lord sits enthroned - king forever!
Let the Lord give strength to his people! Let the Lord bless his people with
peace!

Focus Text for Today *Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17 CEB

*Response
The word of God for ALL of us, God's people.

Thanks be to God!



Sermon  "Start Here!"

RESPONDING TOGETHER
(please text prayers to 414-378-4012 and Pastor Kelly will receive them)

Response Chorus "Spirit of the Living God" UMH 393

Caring for Community Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Praver

The Lord's Prayer ALL Together : UMH 895

Invitation to Giving Action
The peace of Christ be with you ALL!
And, also with you.

*Doxology TUNE: OLD HUNDREDTH, LM

Praise Love who made all time and space.
Praise Love who came in truth and grace.
Praise Love on humankind outpoured,
that ALL may love forevermore.

*Blessing Prayer

Faithful and Calling God, continue to draw us into community, into covenant,
and into new life through waters of grace and acts of justice. Just as Jesus
stepped into the river to stand with us and for us, we bring these gifts today to
stand with others - to serve, to uplift, and to proclaim Your kingdom. Use these
offerings to fulfill Your righteousness among us. Help us, Your people, to be
instruments of healing, hope, and holy change in a world longing for good
news. In Christ’s name we pray, let it be so.

*Responsive Sending Forth

Go 1n peace; love and care for one another in the name of Christ;

and may the Spirit of God, which filled John and Jesus, fill our hearts, souls,
and minds;

may the power of God, which upheld them, strengthen you for each day;

and may the love of God, which directed their every action, be our guiding light
and our shining star, both now and forevermore.

*Charge and Final Blessing
Respond “Yes!” after each blessing phrase and join in ALL together for the final
phrase: “This day and in every day to come!”’




*Closing Hymn “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters" all verses UMH 605

*Postlude

Notes:

Need hearing assistance? Hearing assist devices are available. Visit our tech room and
someone will help you.

Lectionary readings: Isaiah 42:1-9 "The servant of God brings justice”; Psalm 29 “The voice of God upon the

waters”; Acts 10:34-43 “Jesus' ministry after his baptism”; Matthew 3:13-17 "Christ revealed as God's
servant”
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Highlighting, with gratitude, these servant leaders for today...

Wendi Haubert, 1zzy Veit, Dave Smith, Rebecca Landgraf, Kathy Depies, Decker Henninger, Pat Mehring, Karen
Haubert, Don Mains, OLUMC Handbell Choir members Lynda McDowell, Judie Liebenstein, Keith Chipman, Lois
McGarry, Kelly Liebenstein, Pat Garrigues, Karen Haubert, Debbie Huyck, Terry Chipman, and Becky Perreault

CBA: Wendi Haubert/finance@ourlordsumc.org
Office Administrator: Tabitha Manning/office@ourlordsumc.org
Pastor: Kelly Liebenstein/pastorkelly@ourlordsumec.org

*Find us on Facebook and watch our live-streamed Sunday services at www.facebook.com/OurLordsUMC/
*Visit us on our website at www.ourlordsumc.org

Worship resource: Ministry Matters, https://www.ministrymatters.com/, Discipleship Ministries, https:// www.
umcdiscipleship.org/, Doxology from “Praising God” by Ruth C. Duck/Patricia Wilson-Kastner
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Our Lord’s United Methodist Church is located on the ancestral homelands of the Potawatomi, Sioux (Ochethi
Sakowin), Kickapoo, Ho-Chunk, Myaamia, and Peoria people’s.




