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There’s a Place for You Here

As you view and participate in this worship please note that bolded text invites ALL to voice.

Gathering Music

Graceful Engagement

~ Think on This for Today
Epiphany is all about light. The star in the sky leads the magi to Jesus, the light of
the world, the revelation of divine love who came to dwell among us.

GATHERING TOGETHER

Settling In
Prelude

One voice: Good morning, Church! I see you!
ALL voices: I am here!

*Praise Sentences

Arise, shine, for Your light has come!

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us!

Like sages from afar, come and behold your Christ!

Let us fall on our knees in his honor! Let us lift our voices in praise of his name!

*Call to Worship

They came from the East, not to be seen, but to see.

Not kings, rather seekers. Not insiders, rather outsiders.

They brought gifts, not to impress, rather to sustain.

Gold for the road. Frankincense for the journey. Myrrh for what lay ahead. Let us
worship the child who needed no wealth to be worthy.




*Opening Hymn “Love Came Down at Christmas" all verses UMH 242

*Opening Prayer

Light of God, illumine the path that leads us to healing, hope, and salvation. Glory of
God, fill this sanctuary and expose the darkness that stalks our souls. Light of God,
shine with such brightness that we marvel in awe. Glory of God, fill each temple of
the Holy Spirit present today. Light of God, Glory of God, we welcome You in this
place. Amen.

LEARNING TOGETHER

Pop-Up Choir "Love Has Come" W&S 3059

Children’s Message
One: And Jesus said... ALL: Let the children come!

*Scripture Focus for Today  Gospel: John 1:1-18 MSG

*Response
The word of God for ALL of us, God’s people.

Thanks be to God.

Sermon “Light Bearing Includes You”

RESPONDING TOGETHER
(please text prayers to 414-378-4012 and Pastor Kelly will receive them)

Spoken Response ALL Together

The Magi did not kneel at a manger.

They found a child in a house.

They did not bring baby gifts.

They brought the means of escape.

They did not stay to bask in glory.

They defied the king and disappeared.

Their worship was resistance. Their gifts were liberation.
And so, we offer this revised covenant, together:

I am not my own self-made, self-reliant human being.

In truth, O God, I am Yours.

Make me into what You will.

Make me a neighbor with those whom You will.

Guide me on the easy path for You.

Guide me on the rocky road for You.

Whether I am to step up for You or step aside for You;
Whether I am to be lifted high for You or brought low for You;




Whether I become full or empty, with all things or with nothing;
I give all that I have and all that I am for You. So be it.
And may I always remember that you, O God, and I belong to each other. Amen.

Call to Prayer "In the Bleak Midwinter" vs. I, 4 UMH 221

Caring for Community Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Praver

Invitation to Giving Action

*Doxology TUNE: OLD HUNDREDTH, LM
Praise Love who made all time and space.
Praise Love who came in truth and grace.
Praise Love on humankind outpoured,
that ALL may love forevermore.

*Blessing Prayer

Radiant God, the light of Your wisdom and love shines for ALL who seek You,
guiding us not with force, but with grace. Like the magi, we come bearing gifts, not
to earn Your favor, but in response to the gift of Christ You’ve given us. Use these
offerings to reflect Your light into dark places, so that others might be drawn to Your
love, Your justice, and Your joy. Keep us faithful in our seeking, generous in our
sharing, and willing to be led wherever Your star shines next. In Jesus’ name, let it be
so.

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION
(liturgy for ALL on screen)

Invitation ALL are welcome to this Table!

Preparing Our Hearts

*Reconciling Action

*Celebration Song “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly" all verses UMH 229

The Great Thanksgiving Tune: UMH 234 "O Come, All Ye Faithful"/ Ref. FWS 2257 a-
d/"Shaping Sanctuary", p. 226-228

Prayer of Thanksgiving




*Responsive Sending Forth

Go now, like the Magi —

Not to flatter kings, rather to defy them.

Not to hoard gifts, rather to place them at the feet of the vulnerable.

Not to worship comfort, rather to follow the God who fled with his family in the

night.

*Charge and Final Blessing
Respond “Yes!” after each blessing phrase and join in ALL together for the final
phrase: “This day and in every day to come!”

*Closing Hymn  “Go, Tell It on the Mountain" all verses UMH 251

*Postlude

Need hearing assistance? Hearing assist devices are available.
Visit our tech room and someone will help you.

Lectionary readings: Jeremiah 31:7-14 “Joy as God's scattered flock gathers”; Psalm 147:12-20 “Praising
God in Zion"; Ephesians 1:3-14 “The will of God made known in Christ”; John 1:(1-9), 10-18 “God with us”’

Thank you for worshipping with us at Our Lord’s!

Scan this QR code to contribute a gift to support our church and its ministries. Explore more of our website by click-
y ing the “Our Lord’s” header at the top of the page. There you’ll find past worship services, information regarding our
various ministries, and much more!

Highlighting, with gratitude, these servant leaders for today...

Wendi Haubert, |1zzy Veit, Rebecca Landgraf, Dave Smith, Kathy Depies, Decker Henninger, Sue Schulkers, Judie
Liebenstein, Debbie Huyck, Karen Haubert, Don Mains

CBA: Wendi Haubert/finance@ourlordsumc.org
Office Administrator: Tabitha Manning/office@ourlordsumc.org
Pastor: Kelly Liebenstein/pastorkelly@ourlordsumc.org

*Find us on Facebook and watch our live-streamed Sunday services at www.facebook.com/OurLordsUMC/
*Visit us on our website at www.ourlordsumc.org

Worship resource: Ministry Matters, https://www.ministrymatters.com/, Discipleship Ministries, https:// www.
umcdiscipleship.org/, Doxology from “Praising God” by Ruth C. Duck/Patricia Wilson-Kastner, Sharon Kay
Cochran
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Our Lord’s United Methodist Church is located on the ancestral homelands of the Potawatomi, Sioux (Ochethi
Sakowin), Kickapoo, Ho-Chunk, Myaamia, and Peoria people’s.



