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There's a Place for Yon Here

As you view and participate in this worship please note that bolded text invites ALL to voice.

Gathering Music "Away in a Manger" by William Kirkpatrick

Graceful Engagement

Think on This for Today
Joseph was invited to be a sign of faithfulness, to live his righteousness in a risky but
person-centered way. Through him, we can all see the way to faithful living—setting
oneself aside long enough to hear the invitation of an angel.

GATHERING TOGETHER

Settling In
Prelude "Silent Night" by Franz Gruber

One voice: Good morning, Church! I see you!
ALL voices: I am here!

*Praise Sentences

Christmas is a time of anticipation!

We can hardly wait!

Christmas is a time of giving!

We are ready to receive!

Christmas is a time of hope and promise!

We are looking for it!

Could it be? Is it here? Let us come and see!
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all!




*Call to Worship

This is the fourth Sunday of Advent, a time to rejoice in the wondrous things that God
1s doing.

Our hearts are filled with the hope that is coming into the world.

The time is fast approaching, not for parties or presence, but for the awareness of
God’s loving gift to us - the gift of the Christ child.

Help slow us down, Lord, that we may realize that Your gift of love is at the
center of our lives and our celebrations.

Thanks be to God who again reminds us of God’s eternal love.

Open our hearts, O Lord, to receive your blessed gift.

*Opening Hymn “The King of Glory Comes" all verses FWS 2091

*QOpening Prayer

O God, in this time of worship, may we be open to Your promises, Your love, and
Your transformation. May we vision and dream. May we be surprised. May we
receive the life You give us. May we encounter Emmanuel—God with us. And
may we never be the same. Amen.

Advent Wreath Liturgy

...despite the fear of disgrace

With Mary and Joseph, we choose to wait, watch, and listen for the way of Love
instead of responding in fear to the world’s judgment.

...God with us.

Merciful God, You sent Your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and
prepare the way for our salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings and
forsake our sins, that we may celebrate aright the commemoration of the
nativity, and may await with joy the coming in glory of Jesus Christ our
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

ALL Sing "People, Look East"  all verses UMH 202

LEARNING TOGETHER

Children’s Message
One: And Jesus said... ALL: Let the children come!

Focus Texts for Today
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16 MSG
*Gospel Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 CEB

*Response
The word of God for ALL of us, God's people

Thanks be to God!



Unison Centering Prayer

God of grace, You put on flesh and come to live among us. You make us new in
a million ways each day. You never hesitate to become small and vulnerable,
fitting into each heart, each life. May Your word fit into our hearts this day, and
may it grow until it is born anew in our lives, ready to make us whole once
more. Amen.

Sermon  "It's Already Special"

RESPONDING TOGETHER
(please text prayers to 414-378-4012 and Pastor Kelly will receive them)

Call to Prayer "Jesus, Name Above All Names" FWS 2071

Caring for Community Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Praver

The Lord's Prayer ALL Together UMH 895

Invitation to Giving Action
The peace of Christ be with you ALL!
And, also with you.

*Doxology TUNE: VENI EMMANUEL, LM WITH REFRAIN (Ref. UMH 211)

Praise Spirit-God, who comes with fire.
Praise Jesus Christ, our heart's desire.
Praise Love, who comes to seek us ALL,
one God on whom our spirits call.

God comes! God comes! Lift heart and voice.
The Savior comes; let earth rejoice.

*Blessing Prayer

Faithful God of unfolding plans, when our certainty falters and our
expectations collapse, You are still at work, inviting us into grace that redefines
and redeems. Like Joseph, we bring our gifts and lay down our plans, trusting
that Your Spirit can shape our offering into something greater than we
imagined. Let these gifts and our lives be signs of obedience, humility, and
hope. May they help carry Christ into a world still longing for peace, hungry
for love, and needing redemption. We pray in the name of the one who is
Emmanuel—God with us. Let it be so.




*Responsive Sending Forth

Look, a young woman is with child and shall bear a son. He shall be called
Emmanuel.

We go forth with anticipation and longing.

Share the good news—Emmanuel—God with us, is coming.

We go with joy and hope, trusting in the promises of God.

*Charge and Final Blessing
Respond “Yes!” after each blessing phrase and join in ALL together for the final
phrase: “This day and in every day to come!”

*Closing Hymn  “Once in Royal David's City"  wvs. 1, 2 UMH 250

*Postlude "Hark! the Herald Angels Sing" by Charles Wesley

Need hearing assistance? Hearing assist devices are available. Visit our tech room and
someone will help you.

Lectionary readings: Isaiah 7:10-16 "The sign of Immanuel”; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 “Show the light of your
countenance”; Romans 1:1-7 “Paul’s greeting to the church at Rome”; Matthew 1:18-25 "Our god near at

hand"”

Thank you for worshipping with us at Our Lord’s!
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Highlighting, with gratitude, these servant leaders for today...

Wendi Haubert, I1zzy Veit, Dave Smith, Rebecca Landgraf, Kathy Depies, Decker Henninger, Pat Mehring, Bianca
Enriquez, Karen Haubert, Don Mains

CBA: Wendi Haubert/finance@ourlordsumc.org
Office Administrator: Tabitha Manning/office@ourlordsumc.org
Pastor: Kelly Liebenstein/pastorkelly@ourlordsumc.org

*Find us on Facebook and watch our live-streamed Sunday services at www.facebook.com/OurLordsUMC/
*Visit us on our website at www.ourlordsumc.org

Worship resource: Ministry Matters, https://www.ministrymatters.com/, Discipleship Ministries, https:// www.
umcdiscipleship.org/, Doxology from “Praising God” by Ruth C. Duck/Patricia Wilson-Kastner
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Our Lord’s United Methodist Church is located on the ancestral homelands of the Potawatomi, Sioux (Ochethi
Sakowin), Kickapoo, Ho-Chunk, Myaamia, and Peoria people’s.




