Second Sunday of Advent
December 7, 2025
10:30 a.m.

OURLORD’S

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

There’s a Place for You Here

As you view and participate in this worship please note that bolded text invites ALL to voice.

Gathering Music  “Rise Up Shepherd and Follow" arr. Jack Schrader

Graceful Engagement

~ Think on This for Today
We re just getting started. That is the Advent story even today. There is more to
come. And that more is what motivates us, what drives us. It is the vision by which
we walk, the story by which we live. More than that, it is the story that we tell with
our living every day for justice and peace, for equity and hospitality. We are the sign
that this story is the one that shapes our lives, the hope by which we live.

GATHERING TOGETHER
Settling In
Prelude “Carol of the Epiphany" words and music by John Bell, FWS 2094

One voice: Good morning, Church! I see you!
ALL voices: T am here!

*Praise Sentences
Blessed be God's glorious name forever.
May God's glory fill ALL the earth. Amen and amen!

*Call to Worship

In this season of prophecy, promise, and preparation, we come to be renewed and
refreshed.

We come to be inspired by stories of a messiah who will change the world—and
change us.

cont.




We come to listen for words of hope and joy, promise and challenge.

We come with open ears, open minds, and open hearts. We come to receive the
blessings God has in store for us in this season of waiting.

Come!

Let us worship our God!

*Opening Hymn “He Came Down" FWS 2085

*Opening Prayer

Patient and loving God, we so easily launch ourselves in preparation for the secular
festival of giving and parties and the swirl of social events; but we forget that the true
preparation is the readiness of our hearts to receive You. Help us look again at our
lives and turn them around so that they may be in tune with Your will. We ask this in
Jesus’ Name. Amen.

Advent Wreath Liturgy

...and a little child shall lead them.”

Today, we choose to live the story of peace, believing that true peace comes when we
seek the flourishing of all God’s creation.

... all creation lives together in harmony and abundance.

Merciful God, You sent Your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and
prepare the way for our salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake
our sins, that we may celebrate aright the commemoration of the nativity, and may
await with joy the coming in glory of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever. Amen.

ALL Sing '"People Look East"  wvs. [, 2 UMH 202

LEARNING TOGETHER

Children’s Message
One: And Jesus said... ALL: Let the children come!

Scripture Focus for Today Old Testament: Isaiah 11:1-10 CEB
*Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 MSG

*Response
The word of God for ALL of us, God’s people.

Thanks be to God.
Sermon “A Story That Shapes and Re-Shapes Us”

RESPONDING TOGETHER
(please text prayers to 414-378-4012 and Pastor Kelly will receive them)



Caring for Community Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Praver

Invitation to Giving Action

*Doxolo TUNE: VENI EMMANUEL, LM WITH REFRAIN (UMH 211)
—D0OX010gy

Praise Spirit-God, who comes with fire.
Praise Jesus Christ, our heart's desire.
Praise Love, who comes to seek us ALL,
one God on whom our spirits call.
God comes! God Comes!

Lift heart and voice.

The Savior comes; let earth rejoice.

*Blessing Prayer

Persistent God of new paths, we have been called to prepare the way—not with
platitudes, but with changed hearts and lives. In this season of turning and
anticipation, we offer these gifts as signs that we long to live by Your story. Use
them and use us to bear fruit worthy of repentance: fruit of justice,
compassion, hospitality, and peace. Let our generosity reflect the nearness of
Your kingdom and the urgency of Your call. In the wilderness of fear and want,
may this offering clear a path for hope to be seen, known, and shared. In the
name of the one who is coming and is already among us—Christ, our Lord. Let
it be so.

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION
(liturgy for ALL on screen)

Invitation ALL are welcome to this Table!

Preparing Our Hearts

*Reconciling Action

*Celebration Hymn “I Come with Joy” vs. 2, 3,4 UMH 617
The Great Thanksgiving Musical Responses Setting UMH p. 17
Prayer of Thanksgiving

*Responsive Sending Forth

Advent people, go now in the blessing and inspiration of God!

We go to live God’s story wherever we go.

Let your lives be an invitation to others.

We invite ALL to join in the journey to the day that all the earth awaits.




*Charge and Final Blessing

Respond “Yes!” after each blessing phrase and join in ALL together for the final
phrase: “This day and in every day to come!”

*Closing Hymn  “I Come with Joy” vs. 1, 5 UMH 617

*Postlude “The King of Glory Comes" from FWS 2091

Connect

Network: OurLordsNet Guest
Password: abcd1234

Need hearing assistance? Hearing assist devices are available.
Visit our tech room and someone will help you.

Lectionary readings: Isaiah 11:1-10 “A ruler brings justice and peace”; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 “The righteous
shall flourish”’; Romans 15:4-13 “Living in harmony”; Matthew 3:1-12 “Prepare the way of the Lord”

= #- o] Thank you for worshipping with us at Our Lord’s!
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T 1= Scan this QR code to contribute a gift to support our church and its ministries. Explore more of our website by click-
Iu.'_.,?':' . ing the “Our Lord’s” header at the top of the page. There you’ll find past worship services, information regarding our

!n._ . various ministries, and much more!

Highlighting, with gratitude, these servant leaders for today...

Wendi Haubert, 1zzy Veit, Rebecca Landgraf, Dave Smith, Kathy Depies, Decker Henninger, Sue Broker, the Veit
family, Rachel Kaufman, Karen Haubert, Don Mains

CBA: Wendi Haubert/finance@ourlordsumc.org
Office Administrator: Tabitha Manning/office@ourlordsumc.org
Pastor: Kelly Liebenstein/pastorkelly@ourlordsumec.org

*Find us on Facebook and watch our live-streamed Sunday services at www.facebook.com/QurLordsUMC/
*Visit us on our website at www.ourlordsumc.org

Worship resource: Ministry Matters, https://www.ministrymatters.com/, Discipleship Ministries, https:// www.
umcdiscipleship.org/, Doxology from “Praising God” by Ruth C. Duck/Patricia Wilson-Kastner
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Our Lord’s United Methodist Church is located on the ancestral homelands of the Potawatomi, Sioux (Ochethi
Sakowin), Kickapoo, Ho-Chunk, Myaamia, and Peoria people’s.



