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THE SALT
STAY HOME. STAY SAFE. NO IN-PERSON WORSHIP @ OUR LORDS IN APRIL.

Adjusting with Faith and Hope
“My peace I give you…Don’t be troubled or afraid.”
John 14:27
Take these words of Jesus to heart, friends. This is an extraordinary time for our world, our
nation, our neighborhoods, our homes, and our lives. Don’t underestimate the seriousness
of the recommendations for social distancing, self-quarantining if you are in a high-risk group
in age or general health, and safe practices for persons/items entering your space –
changing clothes, washing hands thoroughly (at least 20 seconds), spraying bags and items
from stores/delivery.

Rather than choose to react, this unprecedented time presents us with many
options for response.
~ Daily assess your own state of being (pick a heart color from the list following this
article). Think about what you need each day in body, mind, and spirit and think about
who can provide you care.
~ Make a plan for each day – schedule time to read, to pray, to play a game, to make a
phone or FaceTime call to a friend/family/church member, and view news on social media/
TV/radio sources with limits so as not to be overwhelmed.
~ Eat well and with household members – every other chair around the table or hey, get
those old TV trays out!
~ Start a household project or clean to increase your sense of calm and safety.
~ Begin an art project or a story to use up some of your creative energy.
~ End each day with gratitude for how the day has blessed you.
I thank my staff, Wendi and Tabitha; my AL Board members; and those volunteering their
time in support, Dave, Sue and Tom. I sure am aware that I am NOT called to be a “teleevangelist,” friends! It’s been a stressful week of adjustment, fluidity, communication
overload, creative conversation, and checking in.
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The ministry has had a flourish of activity even as COVID-19 fears have surged:
~ The Cathedral Center team delivered food safely for over 50 folx and the blankets blessed
in a March church service also were delivered.
~ “Point of Connection” launched. It’s a daily live-stream on Facebook, that then is put onto
the church website for viewing anytime.
~ Phone calls, texts, and emails have put us in contact with many members and friends as a
check in.
~ Prep for worship live-stream continued with ideas and great energy.
~ New Berlin Preschool staff prepared 3-week work packets for their students.
Life @ Our Lord’s is disrupted only in its daily routine. Our lives are richly connected by
history, experience, and commitment to this community and the ministry we share. I pray that
the flow of God’s love moves you to respond by sharing that love in each of the days to
come.
Peace be with each of you,
Pastor Kelly
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News from New Berlin Preschool
Times have changed quickly. Our original submission for SALT focused on the spring
weather and our excitement to be on the lookout for warmer days, spring blooms, and soonto-be butterflies. Though we are still excited for those things, we now will be looking for
those things at home, away from our usual school days.
New Berlin Preschool follows the New Berlin Public School district, as well as Governor
Evers’ school guidelines. Due to those guidelines, we will be closed indefinitely. We pray that
we will be able to return this school year, but the health and safety of our preschoolers and
their families are our first priority. The preschool is committed to our young learners and we
have already taken steps to continue their learning at home. We are posting items on our
Facebook page (Facebook@newberlinpreschool), as well as sending learning packets home
to our families. One of our first at-home experiences was your very own Ms. Leslie reading
to our students on Facebook. Thank you to Carri Haubert and Ms. Leslie for making that
happen. New Berlin Preschool hopes that our extended church family also remains safe and
healthy during this time and that we are all back together as quickly as possible.
We are continuing registration for the 2020-21 school year. Spaces are filling up fast, so if
you know of a family that is looking for a school option for their 3- or 4-year-old, please pass
on our information. New Berlin Preschool information can be found at our website:
newberlinpreschool.com.

HAPPENINGS @ OUR LORDS
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Please Note:
All upcoming church activities have been cancelled until further notice.

Happenings @ Our Lords
UMW Meeting, March 5th
On March 5th, UMW welcomed Heather from ERAS Senior Network nonprofit organization.
This group works with seniors, disabled adults, and caregivers in the Waukesha and
Milwaukee areas to help them stay independent and have meaningful lives.
We learned about the transportation service called “Find a Ride” for both Waukesha and
Milwaukee counties, and we were given their RIDE booklets and pamphlets to hand out and
use. These have been put on the woven shelves in the narthex in the window nook. When
the church building is opened for use again, please feel free to take one home or pass along
to someone who may need to make use of this service.
The Senior Network also helps coordinate senior volunteers who want to help others in
many areas, such as food delivery, light cleaning, small home repairs, shopping, yard work,
Bus Buddies, and helping in school programs. It was a very informative talk.

Monday-Funday Fellowship
A recently published article tells us to spend at least 20 minutes a day bathing in positive
thinking and kind, loving words. This act will help dispel any moodiness, doubts, or lack of
confidence. We can gain a new positive perspective, and we will have more courage to
move forward. Our Monday Funday Fellowship provides a place to have some fun, be
encouraged and choose to focus on the positive.
At this time, it is unlikely we will meet in April, but watch for further details in the What’s
Happening emails. We will resume our fellowship as soon as it is deemed safe.

Church Garden
Now that days are getting longer, can spring be far behind? Already many gardeners have
planned what they want to grow – flowers, veggies, whatever, and may even have bought
the seeds already; the most popular ones do sell out before planting time!
If you do not have the space to grow veggies and flowers at you own home, why not try
growing them at church? Last year, the veggies and flowers in the church garden squares
were very prolific. When allowed, a meeting will be held to discuss plans for the church
garden squares; watch the weekly What’s Happening e-mail for details. Come and give your
input.

Our Lords United Methodist Church

414-425-7030

4

The SALT Newsletter

Adding Flavor to Life

April 2020

Christian Education @ Our Lords
Intergenerational Learning
Chuck Knows Church is still happening! Visit the church website @

https://www.ourlordsumc.org/christian-education.html for links to the videos and
accompanying worksheets.
Study materials for the “Wondrous Love” Lenten devotional and the Adult Sunday
School Lenten study, “Entering the Passion of Jesus” are also available.

Reaching Out to Those in Need in 2020

It is time to mark your calendars to reach out to those in need in our communities. If you
cannot go to serve, why not plan to provide part of the meal at the Cathedral Center or
provide milk, coffee, and/or cookies for The Gathering? Your contributions will be greatly
appreciated. The dates Our Lords has committed to serve at these sites are given in these
articles.

Cathedral Center
The dates to serve at the Cathedral Center are Monday; April 28,
Tuesday (note the day change); October 19, Monday; November 9.
UMW has committed to serve at the Cathedral Center on Tuesday, April
28. Help will be needed to provide a meal for 50 – 60 people. Many
hands will be needed to prepare this food, so please mark the date on your calendar and
think about how you can help.
The Gathering is a community of guests, volunteers, and
staff united by a common goal: to feed the hungry in body,
mind, and spirit. Ten to 11 meals are provided each week,
cooked on site at four Milwaukee locations, to those who
would otherwise go hungry. They also offer services associated with ending hunger and
homelessness, and work to educate our community on hunger issues. The Gathering serves
Our Lords United Methodist Church
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51 weeks out of the year, closing for one week between Christmas and New Year and on
major holidays, with some exceptions. For more information on The Gathering, go to
http://www.thegatheringwis.org/
Our Lord’s UMC, along with Memorial UMC, serves at The Gathering four Saturdays each
year at the NEAR SOUTH SIDE SITE: Christian Faith Fellowship Church East 724 South
Layton Blvd. (South 27th Street near the Mitchell Park Domes). This year, our Saturdays to
serve are: 4/18/2020, 5/30/2020, 9/19/2020, and 10/24/2020. Are you able to help? Mark
one or more of these dates on your calendar and plan to join us.
On those Saturdays, Our Lord’s needs 5-7 volunteers from 9:45 a.m. until 1 p.m. We
prepare some of the food and assist the cooks in getting ready to serve. We welcome guests
from about 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with warm smiles as we serve food and clean up
afterwards. Come and work with fellow United Methodists as we assist in this communitybased meal program.
UMW has committed to serve at The Gathering on Saturday, September 19. Since the
people served by the Gathering really appreciate homemade cookies, UMW may have a
cookie baking session at church. Please watch for details closer to the date.
The Gathering is actively monitoring the coronavirus situation, and will keep us informed as
to how this may affect their guests and our volunteers on April 18th. I will be in touch with
you as to any modifications or cancellations for this date. If we can help in other ways, I'll let
you know also.
Debbie Huyck

Caring Ministries
When we feel overwhelmed, alone or life is getting hard, we need to try to focus on the
positive aspects of life. Caring Ministries are here to make a difference in your life and in the
church, to bring love and hope into your lives.
If you need a meal, a ride to the doctor or store, or need a phone call from a friend to talk to,
to listen, to pray with you, then please call the office and we will do our best to support you.
We are praying that you will see many beautiful blessings during this Easter season.

Homebound Church Members Lunch
In June, all going well, Caring Ministries and UMW will hold a lunch for our homebound
church members. These groups are glad to provide an opportunity for such members to
socialize with their church friends, but extensive help is needed from the congregation.
A variety of tasks are involved, summarized below; please review what you can offer to do to
help:
~ Provide entertainment, such as organize a sing-along, sing a solo/duet, play a musical
instrument
Our Lords United Methodist Church
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~ List and shop for the lunch ingredients
~ Set up tables with cloths, dishes, silverware, and centerpieces and decorate Fellowship
Hall
~ Prepare and cook the lunch (main dish and dessert)
~ Be a chauffeur and pick up a guest; take the guest home after the meal and entertainment
~ Serve the meal to guests and workers
~ Clean up Fellowship Hall and kitchen
As you will note, many hands are needed to provide this time of fun for those church
members who were active in leading our church in years past. We need to show them we
still appreciate their work.
*Just A Reminder Please continue to check in on our homebound members either by
phone or email. If you need phone numbers or email addresses, please contact the
church office @ 414-425-7030 or by email @ office@ourlordsumc.org.

UMW Reading Program
Although the church library is closed for the time being, you may be able to access the
books for the 2020 UMW Reading Program from other sources. These books are A House
in the Sky (Education for Mission), summarized below, Feathered (Leadership
Development), Tilly and the Crazy Eights (Nurturing for Community), Midnight
Teacher (Social Action), and Working Class Rage (Spiritual Growth).
As summarized on the Amazon listing of the book A House in the Sky,
Amanda Lindhout wrote about her fifteen month abduction in Somalia. It is the New York
Times best-selling memoir of a woman whose curiosity led her to the world’s most remote
places and then into captivity: “Exquisitely told…A young woman’s harrowing coming-of-age
story and an extraordinary narrative of forgiveness and spiritual triumph” (The New York
Times Book Review).
As a child, Amanda Lindhout escaped a violent household by paging through issues of
National Geographic and imagining herself visiting its exotic locales. At the age of nineteen,
working as a cocktail waitress, she began saving her tips so she could travel the globe.
Aspiring to understand the world and live a significant life, she backpacked through Latin
America, Laos, Bangladesh, and India, and emboldened by each adventure, went on to
Sudan, Syria, and Pakistan. In war-ridden Afghanistan and Iraq she carved out a fledgling
career as a television reporter. And then, in August 2008, she traveled to Somalia—“the
most dangerous place on earth.” On her fourth day, she was abducted by a group of masked
men along a dusty road. Held hostage for 460 days, Amanda survives on memory—every
lush detail of the world she experienced in her life before captivity—and on strategy,

Our Lords United Methodist Church

414-425-7030

7

The SALT Newsletter

Adding Flavor to Life

April 2020

fortitude, and hope. When she is most desperate, she visits a house in the sky, high above
the woman kept in chains, in the dark.
Vivid and suspenseful, as artfully written as the finest novel, A House in the Sky is “a
searingly unsentimental account. Ultimately it is compassion—for her naïve younger self, for
her kidnappers—that becomes the key to Lindhout’s survival” (O, The Oprah Magazine).

Sundays @ Our Lords
There are several ways to serve on Sunday mornings, as follows:
*Ushers are needed to greet guests, hand out bulletins, help with offering.
*Acolytes are needed to light and extinguish candles at the beginning and end of worship.
*Liturgists are needed to help with readings during worship service.
*Singers, musicians, and bell ringers are needed to provide special music during worship.
*Snacks and juice need to be provided and set up for fellowship time.
*Tech room needs volunteers to help with audio and sound during worship.
Contact the church office @ 414-425-7030 or @ office@ourlordsumc.org to sign up or learn
more about volunteering @ Our Lords.

Special Notice
The United Methodist General Conference has been postponed due to the coronavirus
outbreak. A new date for the conference will be announced at a later date.

Spiritual care is provided daily @ 9:30 a.m. on Pr. Kelly’s Facebook page and is then
posted to the Our Lord’s Facebook page and to the church website under “Point of
Connection”.
Weekend worship is also live on Facebook @ 9:30 a.m. on Saturdays and then posted to
the website for viewing at any time.
*Easter Sunday will be streamed live on Sunday, April 12, @ 9:30 a.m.
Please read the What’s Happening emails for latest info @ Our Lord’s.
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Zach McCanna

4/2

Jacob Beer

4/19

Abby Kesler

4/4

Mary Shulz

4/19

Nan Lukonic

4/4

Derek Holschbach

4/23

Maddy Mainwood

4/4

Phillip Piasini

4/26

Steve Jacobs

4/7

Becky Beer

4/28

Sidney Rodriguez

4/8

Daimira Ware

4/28

Sophia Veit

4/11

Julie Stuckemeyer

4/30

Jim Gratz

4/13

Lacey Beer

4/16

Reach out if you have a need:
Pr. Kelly cell phone: 424-379-4012
Email: pastorkelly@ourlordsumc.org OR
message her by name on Facebook.
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