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THE SALT
“Faith Not Cancelled / Hope Not Closed / Love Not
Quarantined”
Someone posted these words, found on a United Methodist Church sign, on Facebook. I
was immediately struck by the simple truth in the message passersby were reading even as
the doors of the building remained closed and the parking lot empty.
Friends, our challenge in this new season, the Season of Pentecost,
is to continue living, loving and being the people of God.
Ten weeks ago, as the Governor gave the Stay Safe at Home order and we closed our
doors, I wondered aloud if we would be open again by Pentecost. People laughed at the
thought of such an extreme forecast and felt sure we’d be back in business by the first of
May. Now, Pentecost has come and our doors remain closed. Yes, the State Stay Safe at
Home order has been removed (by political power rather than lifted by sound medical
advice). As the latest dashboard updates indicate that the virus is still very much with us, we
are faced with the choice of how we will move about and how we react to others’ decisions
on moving about for work, commerce and recreation.
Friends, for the sake of the common good, we need to remain vigilant, respectful and careful
as we venture out for business or pleasure. Venturing out for worship is, as yet, not safe, as
our rituals and practices add additional risk to the possible transmission of the virus.
Church leaders from across many denominations are offering webinars, articles and live
chat sessions for us to wrestle with regarding safe re-entry timing and protocols. Our unique
settings and populations present such a diversified field of pathways that it is difficult to
discern clearly what is best. Our Bishop and Cabinet continue to communicate through email
regarding re-entry steps for the UMC. Currently, we may not consider any in-person
gathering until June 21, 2020.
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The staff and community of Our Lord’s UMC has surely not been closed this Easter Season.
We’ve spent 3 weeks of Lent, Easter Sunday and the complete 7 weeks of the Easter
Season worshipping, connecting, serving, having fellowship, meetings and class. Countless
cards, phone calls and emails have been sent offering encouragement, soothing grieving
hearts and reminding people that they are seen, valued and missed. Nearly 1000 masks
have been made and donated across the area and I’ve received several heartfelt emails
thanking our sewers for their sacrifice and effort.
Acts 2 has guided the weekend worship series “The Heart of the Matter” and those who view
worship live or at their leisure on replay have been consistent and grateful. I’ve loved the
music links (I play “Love is My Religion” before I go live to get ready and I listen to the Dance
Party song as an affirmation of our shared time together). The symbols and ‘craft’ options
have broadened my ability to live into the message well into the next week as I write my ‘egg
lessons & affirmations’, as I hold my heart stone in prayer and as I record the weekly church
phone message that recaps the weekend worship message.
The Accountable Leadership Board is continuing to meet and I am grateful for their levelheaded decision making, planning, foresight and leading spirit through this uncharted time.
As June comes into view, we will begin to communicate plans and procedures, with ALL of
you, regarding continuing ministry @ Our Lord’s in person. I encourage you to pray for your
church leadership; Perry, Joe, Chuck, Scott, Mark, Julie, Rebecca, Paul, Dave, Linda, Loyal
and Pat and additionally the staff, Tabitha, Wendi and me, as we navigate this ever
changing, exciting new season of Pentecost.
I will continue to give God thanks and praise for the way ALL of YOU have engaged in
opening your hearts, your doors safely and your minds to the creative work of the Holy Spirit
throughout this Easter Season with COVID-19. May we each experience the continuing
wind of God’s Spirit as hope for the new church we are now and are yet to become in the
days ahead. Life @ Our Lord’s IS open because of each of you!
Peace be with each of you.
Pastor Kelly

Reach out if you have a need:
Pr. Kelly cell phone: 414-378-4012
Email: pastorkelly@ourlordsumc.org OR
message her by name on Facebook.

Our Lords United Methodist Church

414-425-7030

2

The SALT Newsletter

Adding Flavor to Life

June 2020

News from New Berlin Preschool
We are continuing registration for the 2020-21 school year. Spaces are filling up fast, so if
you know of a family that is looking for a school option for their 3- or 4-year-old, please pass
on our information. New Berlin Preschool information can be found at our website:
newberlinpreschool.com.

On Wednesday, May 27th, the Preschool held its End of the Year Graduation Parade in the
parking lot at Our Lord’s. Our 4K students graduated to kindergarten and the 3k students
are now in 4k. We are very proud of how hard the children worked this year!

Our Lords United Methodist Church

414-425-7030

3

The SALT Newsletter

Adding Flavor to Life

June 2020

Happenings @ Our Lords
Our Lords Life @ Home
We are continuing to accept your photos showing what you have been up to at home! Send
us your snapshots of what’s happening at YOUR house this spring! Photos will be added to
the slideshow on the church website. You may email your photos to the church office.
Check out the fun things our members are doing right here!

Chalk It Up!
Stop by and leave a message, a prayer or a bit of creative expression on the church parking
lot for everyone to enjoy! Please keep the bag of chalk you use and reuse it at Our Lords
parking lot anytime or use it at your home!

Caring Ministry Cares
Team Leader Rebecca Radick offers this personal reflection with excerpts from “Woman of
God - Growing in Grace” daily devotional 2020.
Often times in our lives we are hurt with personal pain and we don’t understand why certain
things happen the way they do. We can no longer concentrate or feel we can’t pray any
more.
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One way is to change your way of thinking or change the way you are praying. Stop focusing
on your own problems and look at the whole picture. Pray for more patience, love, and
support by asking God to accomplish His purpose in the situation. As you pray this way,
God’s purpose will come through with new insights and will give you peace of mind, a
stronger life, and you can be more loving to others.
Remember He is always near to encourage our hearts, minds, and soul and care for our
needs. We as a church family are also near to care for you, pray for you and love you.
Please don’t hesitate to call on us and we will do our best to reach out and help.
We are praying for each of you that you are safe and staying healthy and that God’s plans
can come through this difficult time. May we all soon see blessings ahead, as the church
board is working on how we can open up again safely. Peace and love to all of you!
Here are some ways the Holy Spirit can refresh you constantly each day:
~ Read your Bible before or during breakfast.
~ Listen to Christian music on CDs as you exercise or program stations in your car as you
commute.
~ Glance at an inspirational calendar or notes on your desk at home or work.
~ Purchase a pocket-sized Bible you can tuck into your purse or tote bag.
~ Place sticky notes on your computer, mirrors, refrigerator or elsewhere as a reminder to
invite the Holy Spirit’s help and peace.
~ As you fall asleep, meditate on a Bible promise or talk to Jesus based on a prayer book
you keep on your nightstand .
May you ask the Lord for His help in adopting these new methods into your daily life today!

Caring Ministry and UMW Groups
For your information, the Spring Luncheon for our Home-bound members will be postponed
till the Fall.
We will be looking forward to the Fall Luncheon in October 2020. Watch for more info closer
to that time. We pray that everyone can stay healthy and safe this summer and we can see
each other in our regular activities soon. God’s Blessings to everyone of OLUMC!

Monday Funday Fellowship
We are sad to say that we are not able to meet yet due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The
church is not open at present but the AD Council is trying to put together guidelines on how
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to safely open our doors. Keep watch in The SALT, the church website, and What’s
Happening emails for updates.
Praying that you are all doing well and keeping safe. Please continue to call on each other
and keep in touch with your friends and church families.
Here is an article on How to Stay Sharp, from United Health:
“A study published in the Journal of the American Medical Association reported that people
who frequently participate in activities like crossword puzzles, word finds, Sudoku, card
games and checkers are 47% less likely to develop Alzheimer’s Disease. Activities that
challenge you mentally keep your brain functioning. Try doing a daily puzzle, reading news
magazines, or visiting museums. All of these activities will enhance your brain power and
keep your mind sharp!”
May you continue to find new and exciting activities to keep you active in your mind, body,
and soul. God bless each of you this summer!

Christian Education @ Our Lords
Intergenerational Learning
Chuck Knows Church is still happening! Visit the church website for links to the videos and
accompanying worksheets.

Sunday School Continues into June on Zoom
The Adult Sunday School class is continuing its study of a “Journey
Through the Psalms”. The class meets via Zoom on Sundays @ 10:30
a.m. If you’d like to be included, Email Mary Schulz to get your
invitation to the Zoom call. Class information and readings can be
found on the website.

Worship @ Our Lords
Sunday, June 7, 2020, is “Peace with Justice” Day. Watch the What’s Happening emails this
week for a reminder, a special invitation to give and for an invitation to a new Zoom
discussion ministry.
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Reaching Out to Those in Need in 2020
Although we are still uncertain about when we will be able to serve in person, we can
continue to serve by giving donations of needed items and money to the various
organizations in the greater Milwaukee area.

Cathedral Center
The dates to serve at the Cathedral Center are Tuesday (note
the day change); October 19 and Monday; November 9.

The Gathering is a
community of guests, volunteers, and staff united by
a common goal: to feed the hungry in body, mind, and
spirit.
Ten to 11 meals are provided each week, cooked on site at four Milwaukee
locations, to those who would otherwise go hungry. They also offer services associated with
ending hunger and homelessness, and work to educate our community on hunger issues.
The Gathering serves 51 weeks out of the year, closing for one week between Christmas
and New Year and on major holidays, with some exceptions. For more information on The
Gathering, go to http://www.thegatheringwis.org/
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, The Gathering is still continuing to provide meals
to-go in service to Milwaukee’s hungry and homeless populations. They currently have a
wishlist of urgently needed items, such as:
LARGE brown lunch bags
Plastic grocery bags
Bottled water
Juice boxes
Fresh produce (bell peppers, celery, fruit)
Pop Tarts
Cereal
If you are interested in making an in-kind donation, please visit their website for an updated
list of urgent needs and donation drop off times.
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In addition to in-kind donations, they are also accepting monetary donations to support
operations. Checks can be mailed to:
The Gathering of Southeast Wisconsin, Inc.
804 E. Juneau Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53202
If you would prefer to donate electronically, please visit the website and use the DONATE
button to make a secure online donation.
UMW has committed to serve at The Gathering on Saturday, September 19. Since the
people served by the Gathering really appreciate homemade cookies, UMW may have a
cookie baking session at church. Please watch for details closer to the date.

Pop-Up Food Collection for The Milwaukee Rescue Mission
On Saturday, May 16th, we held a pop-up food drive to help meet an urgent need for The
Milwaukee Rescue Mission. It was a wonderful success! We had over 20 generous donors
come by, donating two packed carloads of non-perishable food and an additional $225 for
the purchase of perishable food items. The weather was wonderful and the response was
amazing for just two hours! Thanks be to God!

Easter Offering for UMCS
We collected $2600 for the United Methodist Children’s Services through the Easter offering!
Thank you to all who gave so generously!
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Congratulations to Our Graduates!

Abbi Springer

Zack Zwicky

Jacob Beer

Jess Kesler

Amanda Beltrame
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Lamentation and Bitter Weeping
Bishop Jung

Thus says the Lord:
A voice is heard in Ramah,
lamentation and bitter weeping.
Rachel is weeping for her children;
she refuses to be comforted for her children,
because they are no more. (Jeremiah 31:15)
George Floyd. Ahmaud Arbery. Two names, two lives, two deaths, two tragedies. We
lament and we weep because they are no more. But beyond that, we feel rage because in
these and so many more cases, death came through injustice, through indefensible violence
regardless of “intention” or “suspicion.” Too quickly we fly to excuses before we simply stand
in the presence of violence against those in power against racial ethnic minorities. Often
well-meaning white people caution me that I shouldn’t charge racism in such cases,
misunderstanding that racism is not simply one person’s attitude or worldview against
another group or ethnicity. This is racism at its most basic, but it is only a symptom of a
much deeper problem.
A white woman walking her dog in Central park – off the leash – is asked by an African
American man to leash the dog because he is there to watch birds. The woman refuses,
gets on her cell phone, and reports the man to authorities, emphasizing his color. What’s
wrong with this picture? We live in a culture where difference is not only acknowledged but
is cause for suspicion, fear, judgment, and prejudice. Systemic oppressions, racially
inspired violence, xenophobic promotion, and media exploitation of minority profiling
contribute to a society that rests on a hair trigger. In many ways both conscious and
unconscious, we are looking for trouble.
Modern day Christians should not be surprised by the seemingly normal human attributes of
suspicion and judgment; our Hebrew and Christian scriptures are filled with tribalism, ethnic
division, slavery, gender discrimination, racism, and fear of the stranger. These attributes
are precisely the reason we need a Savior. Paul understood Jesus as the Christ who tears
down all the dividing walls between us, erasing the distinctions between slave and free, men
and women, Jew and Gentile. He would echo Jesus’ own teaching concerning the question,
“And who is my neighbor?’, a question that would be answered today in terms of race or
ethnicity. The foundational truth of both Old and New Covenants is that our similarities
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outweigh our differences. We do unto others as we would have others do to us. We love
the poor, the marginalized, the imprisoned, the diseased, those on the fringe as we love
Jesus; if we don’t really love the stranger and those very different from us, it calls into
question our true feelings about Jesus.
These observations are more passive than Jesus or Paul intended. Love was action, not
just a feeling. Compassion wasn’t inert; compassion propels one to move. Liking peace is
not what we are called to; blessed are the peace makers. And until we acknowledge that
when our brother or sister is unjustly treated, no matter their race, ethnicity, economic level,
geography, education level, or political party, it is our responsibility to act, we haven’t quite
grasped what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. Disciples are doers of the Word, not
hearers only. Disciples speak up. Disciples use whatever gift they have to “do justice, love
kindness and mercy, and walk humbly with God” – all active, rather than passive.
In the almost eight years I have been in Wisconsin, I have been shocked and saddened by a
disproportionate number of deaths of young black men. My heart goes out to the families of
these victims, but my heart is also heavy for the perpetrators of this violence, whether law
enforcement or not, and also for these families as well. Then I also lament for the
communities where these things happen, especially I worry about Milwaukee. And I cannot
fully understand what it must feel like to be a young black person in a country where so
much violence and killing occurs to people just like them. I think we often get lost in trying to
blame individuals when we have broken systems that continue to allow these things to
happen again and again.
Innocent people should be protected, no matter what color they are. Guilty people should be
held accountable, no matter what position they hold. When justice is truly blind, people can
begin to feel safe. So, this is my prayer – that no one else has to die. That we find means
of subduing people without excessive force and violence. That we engage every encounter
from a place of one of God’s children meeting another of God’s children, and that we at the
very least acknowledge and respect the humanity of the other. The killing of young black
men needs to stop, and we should be inspired to do everything in our power to work for a
kind, just, loving world.
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Heather Meyer

6/4

Gary Darnall

6/21

Sherri Hanson

6/4

Deb Meyer

6/22

Martha Krawczak

6/7

Heidi Paquette

6/22

John Perreault

6/7

Janet/Jim Bergmann

6/23

Debbie Zwicky

6/10

Rebecca Radick

6/26

Conner Krier

6/12

Joanne Keuler

6/29

Samuel Veit

6/13

Julie Mainwood

6/15

Mary Lou Bradstreet

6/17

Lauren Davis

6/20

Helen Tanner

6/20

Our Lords United Methodist Church

414-425-7030

12

The SALT Newsletter

Adding Flavor to Life

June 2020

Pentecost Coloring Page
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In Our Prayers
The family of Dee Sell, who passed away on May 10, 2020.
Carolyn Huebsch and family as they mourn the passing of Cliff, who passed May 19, 2020.

Continued gratitude for the faithful giving offered by so many in our community. Donations
for Ministry @ Our Lord’s and toward the May UMCOR-COVID Response Fund may be
made securely on our website. Get set up with VANCO on www.ourlordsumc.org.

Website, Facebook and Telephone Resources
Website: www.ourlordsumc.org - weekend worship, @ Home slideshow, online
giving info.
Our Lord’s United Methodist Church on Facebook: Pr. Kelly’s Daily Connection is
live at 9:30am Monday through Friday and then pushed to the website and archived
weekly.
Telephone: Weekly telephone message of encouragement for callers @
414-425-7030.
(Please share that this is available with people you speak with or write to who do not
have email and won’t see this until the SALT arrives via regular mail).
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